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adversary. Aggression is violence and minimum demands are
an indication of the essentially defensive character of satya-
graha. Further, if on a definite, limited issue the masses are
able to achieve success non-violently, the moral strength thus
generated will enable them to set right more widespread
grievances. Thus Gandhiji once remarked, "If I had only talked
of swaraj, I would have come a cropper. By attacking details
we have advanced from strength to strength."29
Once the fight begins, the satyagrahi group, even if its
strength increases, must not add to its demand without good
reason. Thus grievances which existed when the satyagrah?. was
launched and the removal of which was not included in the
demand should not be brought in to enlarge the objective. On
the other hand a breach of a promise or any other injustice
done by the opponent to the satyagrahi community during the
course of the struggle can legitimately give rise to new demands.
From this point of view when the adversary prolongs a satya-
graha struggle by creating new difficulties for the satyagrahi,
it is the latter who stands to gain. By the law of progression
which applies to civil resistance there is a constant growth in
the result to which it leads.30
Regarding the form of resistance, the principles of indi-
vidual action discussed in chapter VII apply to group action also
with necessary modifications. In satyagraha what is important
is the spirit of non-violence rather than the isolated acts through
which it is expressed. This is why Gandhiji insists on the satya-
grahi leader being an out-and-out ahimaist, for "without a
living faith in it, he will not be able at the crucial moment to
discover a non-violent method."31 This also explains his great
emphasis on the thorough discipline of the satyagrahis. Again,
this is the reason why he is so particular about the beginning in
the non-violent campaign being well and truly made by purest
of men. Beyond this, Gandhiji believes, circumstances differ
from one instance of group satyagraha to another and even in
the same movement the situation keeps changing and assuming
new and unexpected aspects. Thus the satyagrahi general has
to improvise his response according to the exigencies of the
29 H.9 June 24, 1939, p. 175.
30 South Africa, Chs. XXVII and XXXVIII.
31  Y. /., Feb. 27, 1930.